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In an ordinary guesthouse, a nameless
woman meets a decadent playwright who
has problems finding proper rhymes. In
response to the woman’s compliments and
encouragement, the playwright starts to tell
a series of love stories selected from Romeo
and Juliet, campus love stories, and love
stories between ordinary people such as Jack
and Jill. These melodramatic love scenes are
full of popular clichés. People encounter each
other, become enchanted, try to fall in love,
but later become miserably disillusioned.
After cautiously testing each other in their
interaction, the mysterious woman and the
dejected playwright start to find some clues
of their past that they do not reveal to other

people.

From the Director

The original title of Love Song — Rhyme for
you (Revival) was Rhyme for you, which won one
of the best plays in the 2008 Taipei Literature
Award. The play premiered in 2011 at the
Wenshan Theatre in Taipei. It was produced by
the Creative Society under its “CS supervised
production project.” Producer Lee Huei-na
started my journey with the playwright Birdy
Fong. The premiere cast included Tsai Yiling,
Chu Ding-yi, and Huang Di-yang. The cast for
the 2012 revival included Tsai Yiling, Wang
Hung-yuan, and Lin Chiachi. The play was
presented in the 2012 Citizen’s Theatre section
at the Modern Theatre Valley in Shanghai. It
also toured Taipei, Kaohsiung, and Zhongli.
In 2013 the play was performed at the Focus
Theatre in the Huashan Living Arts Festival. In
2013 and 2014, the play was twice invited by

the Cross-straits Small Theatre Art Festival for
performances in Beijing. In 2015 there was a
five-year anniversary revival production. The
cast combined all the five previous performers:
Tsai Yiling, Chu Ding-yi, Huang Di-yang, Wang
Hung-yuan, and Lin Chiachi. In 2016 the play
was performed in Changhua Arts Festival. In
the same year, the play was licensed to Jalent
(Beijing) Culture Communication Co. Ltd. for a
three-year tour with a new cast.

In 2018, the play was invited to perform
at the NTCH TIFA as a revival production.
Everything was redesigned. Birdy Fong also
revised some parts of the script. The performers
include Wang Hung-yuan and Lin Chiachi from
the original cast. Sun Ke-fong was specially
invited. In 2020, the revival version was further
expanded to include Lee Nan-hsuan, Tracy
Tam, Chang Ning, Wu Hsin-yi, Onion Tsai, and
Lin Pin-han in the performers and playwrights
team as well as the live music designed by
Birdman C. However, after two-year preparation,
it was suspended after the premiere due to the
outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic and did not
return until 2021. Four versions in the 10-year
journey! | would like to express my gratitude
to the audiences, who have accompanied and
grown with us over the years, and also to the
NTCH for making the production back to the
journey of rebirth after the suspension.

In the book The Normal Chaos of Love by
sociologists Ulrich Beck and Elisabeth Beck-
Gernsheim, the authors wrote that “Love is
like a novel for people to read. Love is like a hit
song that is never out of date. Love is idealism
in disguise.” Perhaps this brief quotation
explains why love stories never end. Readers

can always find personal resonances in these
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stories. In this play, the playwright Birdy Fong
combines expressive theatrical text with free
verse, juxtaposed with insertions of lyrics of
popular songs in Chinese, to create the style
of language for the everyday conversation
between Bo-shiang and Wei-ying. Our idea of
love, as depicted by their language, seems to
be like popular song lyrics: identical, common,
and vulgar. However, the play also tries to
show us that each love relationship, even if it is
vulgar, can also be unique and beautiful. Every
moment in a love relationship is like a close-
up shot imprinted in life. And every step in a
love relationship, including encounter, getting
to know each other, falling in love, and even
hurting each other, is worth remembering again
and again, like a popular song that we are

always ready to sing.

About Yang's Ensemble

Founded in 2013 jointly by Yang Ching-
hsiang, Tsai Yiling, Chan Hui-chun and Kate
Stanislawski in Taipei, the ensemble sets out
to “analyze the spirit of the time and record
the contemporary phenomena” as well as
to re-present and embody contemporary
life with allegorical texts from the cross-
cultural perspective. The first production of
the ensemble, Morning, Morning written
and directed by Yang Ching-hsiang, was
presented in the NTCH New Idea Theatre
Festival and then invited to participate in
the Second Wuzhen Theatre Festival. In
2015, See You Around set a record of 14
sold-out performances in the Wellspring
Theater for three consecutive weeks. In 2019,
Roommates ranked top among medium-

sized theaters in box office and made a total

of 24 performances with 15,000 audiences,
including those in the Changhua Theatre
Art Festival. In 2021, Director Yang's Love
Song — Rhyme for you (Revival) was invited
to participate in the Taiwan International
Festival of Arts. Resident director Chen Shih-
ying, who joined the ensemble in 2014,
presented a series of reproductions of foreign
classic texts and also worked with playwright
Lin Meng-huan in creating Sci-Fi series and
an original genre of anti-Utopian theater,
including Ark 47, The Earth Self-Defense
Force Co., Ltd, #Aphasia, and E.A.R.TH.,
which have been selected by the Kaohsiung
Spring Arts Festival for two years in a row.
Pan Kuan-hung, another core member who
joined the ensemble in 2015, is in charge
of the youth training platform for cultivating

creators in the upcoming generations.



m BRMENE (RAIMRE

&3 Revival)

BB ERR

RHERME | BRWEEE « BIUARATE

8E | B3

HRE | EEhR

RIEA | W

fEih | MBS - BRIIFA

EE | BRAS  ERTT MK - TR  BELE  RE - BRG « BEFR - HES - MaE

RISE4%REE | BRIBA

BHRE | ER

Eyteast | SRR

gamst | MR

AREEszst | BRI

TRRET | R

BfEsst | FRAR

HISISE | SRINIE

BERE | STEH

BOEE | Bk

HITRIE | BiPE - FRRZE ~ FFHE

SURENIE | RIS - ERAEMR « FIRHR

BNREAEE | MRiEH

FARETHIE | BIER

RARDUE | FEROFH ~ PRNE ~ MARIL

BERE | TRE

BOKIHEE | HER « MR « REE

EICRAEE | FRARIG

BEKEE | BT

TERIMEE | HER

ZORMTT | FEREIS - BRYTES « RERR « 5FEF « BEY « RRE « RER - MM -
BRIER  HBER ~ iR

RARKITAIT | BUNE - 2VE - BRE - BFR

EARAAIT | BER « BREM ~ FRIE - RUMR « FRSH « BIK - 155BE - FIER

BERMNT | FKIE -~ FIBR

AEER | BN - HEEB - FFER

AREZERE | SREH - RER - ME - HHE

FIR{THAE | REFE

FIE{TEHRE | BREEH



&3 Revival)

m BRMENE (RAIMRE

TRt | LB

FHEEM4RE | 58kg

FREJ/E | BEW

HEGR ~ BIEBIRR | &2AFE » Summer Yen
ENERT | MR - R BRER ~ XETE
EFEGEE | HAH

EETGHA | AR

HBEIEEE | TEH - XEUN -~ REE  BFE

Yo (FAIRIFE B Revival) % 2021 FREIRMEERT TIFA ZERE(ER
Yo (EAIRIFE—BER) BEkR%A 2011 BYEHRIE TCSEEREE) Fam

FERI RN

Bl R mEERT ~ EPERMEIPT « BIELRIE ~ DL EERIFREMINRIE « SASLE « EHRERR
B4 §lE CatWalk « BERET LIRS  RAIBR - SR  FEBEXEBRAR WXL
et ~ EEFEMRARAT ~ BATEBRAR « HZEFARAE « BIOS Monthly ~ Lulu
IR ~ Summer Lu ~ 5R=EE (NVE) ~ AT~ £EE - TR1C (Rick) ~ B2 ~ FIRER -
FFF ~ @EF « FRIE -~ THEE - 2500 - fE - BB - MAREE « MREE - =1 B E
B2 Lynn ~ HEE ~ Ph=EE ~ HEBIE « BRI - RES (B8 - 540E  RIns ~ BBH
K9 (Daniel) ~ FREIL - PRIRAE ~ BREENE » EFR -~ BAM - £E8 - FTRZ - EXLE
ARTHAN ~ EPHIEE ~ ERIHSC ~ ERATED ~ AR - 5R9EE « DR - DIRRER ~ BINE

B X M PR A R AR TS

Mtk | RERA
mEEYE | MEAE

FAZEEHHERER  S5EENITIREIHEFEEE

EnlizHE QR Code
R EEE
"ERERBAER,

RHE
BLIEE !

RERE | BIXWEERTENR @ R B K mE Ykt o
HESEE | BIX MBIt [EsNRBER RaERE BHRE0S)
BRI EE ) BUDARBAHR - FRI—0F -


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I4uRfiQxj_VOZbhttGpHPC5b-aOyqJQ2/view?usp=sharing

