ARTQUAKE
IN AUTUMN

1R X =HBS

5E - B

Zhan Jie & Huang Yu-ching

The Fall
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© Duration: approx. 165 minutes with a 15-minute intermission.

O The production contains flashing lights, loud sound, violence and mature subject matter. Audience
discretion is advised.

© The age guidance is 12+.

© Pre-show talk: 30 minutes before each performance at the lobby of National Theater.

© Post-show talk: 11.19 (SUN.) at the lobby of National Theater.

EMEMREHENBRBE The program is subject to change.
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Dark Nights Remembered

How do we recall the pain and
resistance, helplessness and faith, hatred
and love that we have experienced in the
darkness of the night?

The night serves as a metaphorical
realm and space that carries the secrets
of history. People act in secrecy during
the night, hoping to enlighten minds and
initiate new possibilities before the break of
dawn.

In this year's ARTQUAKE in Autumn,
the concept of “Dark Nights Remembered”
invites artists and audiences to confront
what's been inspiring minds and haunting
the nights in their memories. Those alleged
recollections of the dark nights, subjected
to erasure, substitution, concealment, and
questioning, can be unearthed and narrated
again through theater, becoming the torch
of memory shining in the darkness.

The ARTQUAKE in Autumn seeks
to create a space for dialogue, where
experiences that cannot be easily defined
by words, and states that cannot be
classified, come to us.

Starting from the theater, memories are
reexamined, rewritten, and spun into new
stories. Through narration and the attempt
to understand the other, communication
and dialogue can be maintained, leading to
new ways of perceiving and understanding.

The concept of “"Dark Nights
Remembered” envisions theater as an
experimental ground for judgment and
definition, as a space for the memories
of the night. Perhaps, when we revisit our
memories, we will have the opportunity to
go beyond boundaries and recognize the

nights we have experienced in relation to
the meaning of life.

The Fall

Weekly magazine journalist Chen
Yi-jing, in reporting of a series of murders,
encounters a cryptic group known as
the Fu Yuan Scripture Study Class and
unexpectedly reunites with her long-lost
mother. This forces Chen Yi-jing to confront
her suppressed past, haunted by the
memories of her father, who died by suicide
after being accused of sexual assault,
and her shattered family. As her deepest
fears gradually intensify, she discovers a
shocking connection between the members
of the scripture study class and the case
she is investigating. A single misstep can
lead to irreversible consequences. Chen
Yi-jing must make a choice to protect her
remaining loved ones.

From the Playwright

Documenting stories that belong to
them
Zhan Jie

When writing stories on different
topics, | often have to embark on fieldwork
journeys for research. Such journeys are not
always a process of clarification. Oftentimes,
as | travel further, my mind as a playwright
is piled up with more doubts than when
| started the journey. These doubts are
what drive me forward and push me to
keep asking “why.” Maybe they are also
the reason why | keep writing plays to
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document the vast grey area between black
and white.

For the writing of The Fall, we began
by visiting locations in Taiwan where past
criminal events occurred and interviewing
people. We explored numerous places on
this island, gaining a diverse understanding
of these events. Beyond the horrifying
crimes often depicted in the news media,
| am also curious about the life paths of
those who committed these acts. What
paths have they treaded before reaching
the turning point in their lives?

A police officer shared with us in an
interview that, from his practical experience,
well-planned crimes are much rarer than
most people imagine. In most cases, it's
those arbitrary yet crucial moments when
life takes a turn in another direction, making
it difficult to return. In The Fall, within a
limited scope, | hope to document those
people who couldn't be saved, and the
stories that belong to them. Within these
stories, they experienced their moments
of happiness and sorrow. They also held
modest expectations of life. They were
ordinary people, just like us.

From the Director

Life is so delicate that it can be
easily crushed, with or without reason.
Sometimes, violence may even stem from
well-intentioned gestures of those around
us. And oftentimes the closer people are
to you, the harder they can hurt you. We
do care. And we blame ourselves for it.
After all, we are well aware that we might
unintentionally become the ones crushing

others. When there is no one to turn to for
help, we can only silently ask the heavens:
How can we “untangle the knots and get
rid of bad karma”? Is there a day when we
can truly feel accomplished or satisfied in
life? Can we truly be responsible for every
choice that we make ourselves?

In recent years, | have often heard
about the verb “catch”, such as when
society should catch a person from falling,
or whether | have caught the other person
properly. However, this concept remains
too abstract, even though the verb itself is a
vivid image of action. Imagine a performer
practicing catching an object, maybe a
ball, and feeling its weight in his/her hands.
And when practicing without the ball, the
hand can still sense the temperature and
preciousness of the ball. | believe that this
is a process involving empathy, the actions
that follow empathy, the calmness during
action, and the courage to love without fear
of making mistakes. These all require lots of
practice.

When facing the matter of life and
death, everything seems small and trivial,
and people may become timid. But just
because life is capricious, we have to
do what we should do. You won’t catch
anything if you stay still. At first, | thought
The Fall might be a directing experience
that the play is so distant from my own
life. But later | realized that the play was
getting closer and closer to my life, so
close that | began to suspect that maybe
Zhan Jie, who also comes from Keelung
like | do, had peered into my life before.
Working with The Fall has been my favorite
experience. | want to thank everyone in the



F\}Zi/i:‘%%xﬁmﬁ«%-g»

team. Working with you guys has been pure
happiness and exhilaration!

Huang Yu-ching

October 13, 2023

Director | Huang Yu-ching

Huang Yu-ching is a theater director,
script translator, actor, and educator. She
was also a resident artist at the NTCH.
Her works feature poetic style of delicacy
and tenderness, especially dealing with
human relationship and female character
interpretation.

Playwright | Zhan Jie

Playwright Zhan Jie specializes in writing
for film, television, and stage productions.
A former resident artist at the National
Theater & Concert Hall, his works span
fields like film, theater, animation, and
more. His achievement as a playwright was
recognized with the Best Screenplay award
at the 49" Golden Bell Awards for his work
Boys Can Fly.
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