ARTQUAKE
IN AUTUMN
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Notes to the Future

Against Again Troupe
Oracle is the Moments

JEHESRT | 2023.11.10 (FRI.) 19:30
2023.11.11 (SAT.) 14:30 ~ 19:30
2023.11.12 (SUN.) 14:30

BB | EEREIIS Experimental Theater
ypasir | il B5 b

OREEZRN12091E » EHIBKE ©

OB .ZF/ET > hXFE°

ORHIBD IR 88K  BAZTEFRHVR » WHKMAEE > AEEMEEBAL
OEBZ12ERULBRME -

OEMBESS 1 11.10 (FRI)K11.12 (SUN.)EE N EEREIS o

O$%&45 : 11.12 (SUN.) o

OApprox. 120 minutes without intermission.

©Performed in Mandarin, Taiwanese and Cantonese with Mandarin surtitles.

OThis production contains special effects such as smoking, strong lighting and high volume,
and involves adult themes. Audience discretion is advised.

OThe age guidance for this production is 12+.

OPost-show talks at the Experimental Theater after 11.10 (FRI.) and 11.12 (SUN.)

OThe performance of 11.12 (SUN.) will be filmed.

IMEMRBHEANBREE The program is subject to change.
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Dark Nights Remembered

How do we recall the pain and resistance,
helplessness and faith, hatred and love that
we have experienced in the darkness of the
night?

The night serves as a metaphorical realm
and space that carries the secrets of history.
People act in secrecy during the night,
hoping to enlighten minds and initiate new
possibilities before the break of dawn.

In this year's ARTQUAKE in Autumn,
the concept of "Dark Nights Remembered"
invites artists and audiences to confront
what's been inspiring minds and haunting
the nights in their memories. Those alleged
recollections of the dark nights, subjected
to erasure, substitution, concealment, and
questioning, can be unearthed and narrated
again through theater, becoming the torch of
memory shining in the darkness.

The ARTQUAKE in Autumn seeks
to create a space for dialogue, where
experiences that cannot be easily defined by
words, and states that cannot be classified,
come to us.

Starting from the theater, memories are
reexamined, rewritten, and spun into new
stories. Through narration and the attempt
to understand the other, communication and

dialogue can be maintained, leading to new

ways of perceiving and understanding.

The concept of "Dark Nights
Remembered" envisions theater as an
experimental ground for judgment and
definition, as a space for the memories
of the night. Perhaps, when we revisit our
memories, we will have the opportunity to
go beyond boundaries and recognize the
nights we have experienced in relation to the

meaning of life.

Words from the Director & Playwright

Snow Huang

In the spring of 2019, | accepted an
invitation from director Vee Leong to pen
the precursor to this play in celebration of
the 20th anniversary of the On & On Theatre
Workshop -- “Oracle Night” drew inspiration
from various themes of departure in life:
distancing, dispersion, separation, and
detachment.

It feels like a lifetime ago when, following
that performance, the world fell into crisis
in the latter half of 2019. The symbolic
future | had hinted at in the script -- a world
of protests, pandemics, wars, exiles, and
extreme climate change — became our reality.
These events demanded a re-evaluation of
the future of humanity.

The convergence of reality and my fiction
changed the trajectory of this script. | was
compelled to extend its lifespan through
fresh creativity, and incorporated elements
from my lifelong interest in and reflections on
mysticism, including Thoth Tarot, astrology,
Gnosticism, and Kabbalah. Symbolist and
novelist Umberto Eco once commented
that the way mystics interpret texts closely

resembles psychic sensory disorder. They
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insist that the ostensible message is never
the entirety. A text inevitably conceals,
and is interconnected with other texts.
These connections may seem disparate or
fragmented, but they contain paradoxical
and mutual allusions.

Imagine if human beings, in a time
of scarcity a century from now, were to
recreate an environment identical to ours
today. Imagine that they have developed
the technology to detect the memories
of objects, and begin to collect garbage
adrift at sea to understand the past. An
emerging field of "Synchronic Studies"
becomes the academic mainstream, and
collective dreaming emerges as a new
method for researching history and traumatic
memory. How would they regard our present
temporospatiality and understand our
existence from a different perspective?

In January 2024, humanity will enter
the Age of Aquarius. The children of Little
Six and Luna will soon be born, and greater
challenges await. A-Di says, what is to come
is not only about those who have passed but

also about "us".

"Think of us with forbearance."
—To Those Who Follow in Our Wake,
poem by Bertolt Brecht

*The script for Oracle is the Moments was
inspired by Paul Auster's novel, Oracle Night. The
fifth act Sampling at the Sea is adapted from the
commissioned work The First Dream for the 7th Asian
Biennale, written by Snow Huang and Yarou Chen.

This is a journey that travels from the
year 2103 back to 2023. The living have
descended to dwell six feet beneath the
surface, while the deceased are sent to
the sea. People reside in new style of
underground buildings, leading lives
meticulously planned, with artificial sunlight
caressing the skin of newborns. In this
narrative of reversed timeline, what memories
do this group of people revisit? What
transpired over the course of a century?

Is it about fleeing, fighting, natural
disasters, or conflicts? Or is it about hope,
dreams, laughter, and love? These scenes of
events feel like déja vu of things happened
centuries ago, yet they also appear as if they
are about to happen centuries later. The
traces of humanity's existence, each passing
moment of ours, resemble oracles, drawing

on the past to foretell the future.

Against Again Troupe

Against Again Troupe is formed by a
group of Taiwanese artists of the post-80s
generation from different fields. From small-
scale avant-garde projects to large-scale
theatrical productions, the troupe consistently
seeks and practices how theater art can
free itself from the state of aphasia amidst
the homogenization of global capitalist
culture and the depoliticized aesthetics of
postmodernism. In 2019, their production
Clear White Song won the 18th edition of
Taishin Arts Award Grand Prize.
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Credits

4E Director & Playwright | =EE Snow Huang
EYEIFE(E Dramaturg | B89 Betty Yi-Chun Chen
BEHAE Performers | ##EE Chunchan Wei ~ 2285 Yiling Tsai ~ =171~ Hinyan Wong
BRLAE YiEn Chen
SRR 5T Set Designer | AKX Xing Yee Lim
P&Fs& 5T Lighting Designer | 2B Po Hsin Liu
4G5t Music Designer | B8875 Yun Fang Tseng
REES& 5t Costume Designer | BREE!S Val Chen
R Mise en scéne | A1 Joyce Ho
BUEA Producer | ZF10 Yinru Lo
1TEH4E Marketing | BREfEZE Yarou Chen
BUVEBNIE Production Assistant | BE#AET Po-Yu Chen
HEERBNEE Rehearsal Assistant | #7222 Lam Wai Ying, Winnie
2B Stage Manager | JE#E Shu YiWang
FESIHTHEE Techinical Director | #3830 Hung Cheng Hsu ~ 5 Pei Hao Lin
F2 T A B Stage Crew | #E3% Yu-I Lin ~ BE5E Hui Wen Zeng ~ 245 Shih Hao Liao
MBS Wei Kai Lin ~ #3722 Li Quei Lin ~ EREZ5 Lifen Wang
VBB E Head of Lighting | E2F59#, Hsiu-Pin Yeh
V&S RATHEE Master Electrician | ZE{&F5 -fang Lee
BASIEYLARIZ Lighting Programmer | &iE4H Ching-chun Huang
&S A& Lighting Technician | &t Shih-yu Chang ~ HERYE Dong-ni Gan ~
B E&#F I-Hsuan Chou ~ HERE Tsung-ming Hung
FRAES Hsaing-Jung Su ~ 275 Kuan-Hsuan Wu
ZER T Sound Engineer | BRZ3# TP Chen
&R A& Sound Technician | A% Ko Han Shao ~ #2212 Might Chao
F &%) Teddy Wang
1% 77 Video Assistance | EHI& Hsiao Ju Chun
SEFAR ~ 1RiFE Videopraphy and Photography | @ Chien Che Tang
E:5REAM] Taiwanese Consultant | BBEERR Tenn-Giok-RG
FARE KT Visual Design | Z=HUR Gina Lee
#TBU%/7 Administration Assistance | E5 Ting Wei Huang
FERIRKES Special Thanks | (fKEFZEEHES! In First Chinese alphabetical order)
B2 Wai-In Ma ~ 1272 Vee Leong ~ EiIEK Gin Huang
ZFFHE Yin-Chen Cheng ~ <18 Ling-I Lo ~
AIEEREE T 7EX5 On & On Theatre Workshop
RIEEZE TP Sound Co., Ltd. ~
BEBIEAMTAR/AE Creative Performing Arts Co., Ltd ~
4R Purist Motion Picture
FIRELEE 5T Fan Yu Entertain Designing Enterprise Ltd.



’7/9‘ FEIERIE (A2 EF | Notes to the Future)

FEE 112 F NREERFEEEBER) #HE

Sponsored by the National Culture and Arts Foundation (NCAF)
as one of the TAIWAN TOP performing arts groups in 2023.

EIR M EEP R {EREIPX NTCH Team

BB #t & Program Coordinator | 25 Dub Lau (FTHA) ~ HFHiFK Gin Huang
1747 E Marketing Project Manager | B&8%f% Chen Min-ling

(EEN)

B - 3% (Eugen Berthold Friedrich Brecht)
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I4uRfiQxj_VOZbhttGpHPC5b-aOyqJQ2/view?usp=sharing
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