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Zhao Wei-chen
Jump Shonen
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© Approx. 80 minutes without intermission.

© This production contains nudity, flashing lights, violence and loud sounds.
Audience discretion is advised.

© The age guidance for this production is 16+.

© Post-show talks at the Experiment Theater on 6.30 (FRI.) and 7.2 (SUN.).

EMEMRBHBERNBTEEE The program is subject to change.
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As a platform for incubating performing
artists, NTCH IDEAS Lab encourages
creators to persevere in experimentation,
indulge their imaginations, and embrace
bold new forms of performance. In 2019,
the NTCH launched the first IDEAS Lab -
R&D program, inviting submission of project
proposals, mentoring artists in the creative
process, and providing opportunities for
preliminary presentations leading up to final
production. These measures support artists
in the developmental stages of their works
and help them to expand their creative
methodologies and depths, allowing them
to broaden their dimensions of thinking
by experimenting freely while engaging in
dialectical discourse.

The five productions of the 2023 IDEAS
Lab will delve into various social issues, with
each work touching on the common concept
of "emo". This term, widely used among the
new generation, captures the indescribable
and powerless feelings experienced towards
objects of discontent. Through their works,
the five artists will voice their opinions on
contemporary society, the visual sense,
manual labor, governmental systems, and
millennials, speaking to the world from within
the theatre.

The five productions comprise two
works selected in the 2022 IDEAS Lab

- R&D program. Li Tzi-mei explores the
relationship between hearing, manual labor,
and senses in Sounds like sound: -S-tone
by examining sound characteristics and
musicality. Val Lee's Severing, Fracturing,
Uniting, Pulverizing, Policing depicts the
cumulative systemic violence faced by the
police, the high-pressure environment that
surrounds them, and the impact of these
factors on their mental state. The other
three invited works include Lee Yi-chu's
Souvenirs Entomologiques: Playing Dead,
an extension of the corresponding chapter in
Jean-Henri Fabre's book and a dark comedy
that demonstrates human's ability to survive
between a rock and a hard place. In Elephant
in the ____, Chang Ko-yang collaborates with
dancers with visual impairment and dancers
with normal vision to create a "non-visual"
dance, seeking ways to enable perception
and understanding of a dance that cannot be
seen. Chao Wei-chen starts out from social
incidents involving adolescents in Jump
Shonen, delving into Japanese anime and
manga, popular Taiwanese culture, and other
such elements of our collective memory while
following the millennials' experience as they
grew up.

IDEAS Lab embraces not only fleeting
strikes of inspiration; it seeks to experiment
and ask bold questions of the world with
fearless perseverance.
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Words from the Creator

By Zhao Wei-chen

This play has been developed on and
off for over five years, and | can no longer
consider myself a youth. During these five
years, my friends and | have left school and
entered society. The story of Ash Ketchum
has ended, 5566 had a comeback concert,
we started attending friends' weddings.
Jiraiya died, Luffy became one of the Four
Emperors. Although Kuzan hasn't set sail
yet, we have been regularly investing in the
stock market. We pay rent and a few of us
have started paying mortgages. It seems like
many important choices have also happened
during these five years, leaving us feeling
lost.

Through all this, | have realized that time
moves forward relentlessly, causing anxiety.
However, | understand that we cannot let
ourselves be constantly overwhelmed by this
anxiety because many things won't wait for
us to be ready before happening.

When | started developing Jump Shonen
over five years ago, | simply imagined it as a
playful experience in the theater. | am not a
clever and agile person. The reason | created
this play was to understand the problems
| encountered. So, now, five years later,
maybe | am still willful and clumsy, but | also
understand that through Jump Shonen, |
wanted to discuss where we come from and
where we should go. If we don't do this, we
will get lost in the fog.

I'll borrow a line from Boyhood: 'Do
you know why people always say to seize
the moment? | don't understand. | think it's
the opposite. | think the moment seizes us.'
Maybe it's because | am fascinated by the

excessively abstract concept of the present
that | wanted to create performances in
the theater that are difficult to be copied
or replaced. | also hope that through these
performances, | can respond to the common
confusion we all experience in different life
situations.

Thank you to all the friends who have
been involved in various stages of Jump
Shonen, and thank you for all the help.
Finally, thank you to all of you who came to
watch the play.

After the comic book store at the corner
closed down, | rarely read manga anymore.
The musty smell of yellowed comics, the
worn-out couch, the toppled bookshelves,
and the ashtray filled with cigarette butts —
we called them certain things from our youth
that are gone forever.

About the Creator

Zhao Wei-chen (Tai Chi)

Graduated from the Drama and Theater
Creation Program at Taipei National
University of the Arts. He is currently a theater
director, playwright, screenwriter, and an
active member of the Imagine Collaboration.
His creations often focus on the evolution
of popular culture, the development of
generational groups, and the multifaceted
nature of myth and legend. In his texts, he
explores various language strategies, and in
his directing work, he emphasizes collective
creation.
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