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ODuration: Approx. 110 minutes with a 20-minute intermission.

OPerformed in Taiwanese and Japanese with Chinese surtitle.

OThis production contains scenes of smoking pipes. Audience discretion is advised.
OThe age guidance for this production is 7+.

OPre-show talk: 30 minutes before performance at the lobby of the National Theater.
©OPost-show talk: 3.25 (SAT.) matinee at the lobby of the National Theater.

TMEMRBEHBERNBEEE The program is subject to change.
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Can’t return, and no way
do we plan to return!

After two years of restrictions and lock-
downs, the doors of the theaters have finally
reopened! That being said, the theater will
not return to what it once was, as we have
gone through the pandemic, the wars,
and various ethnic and gender awareness
movements. It is unlikely for us to return to
the pre-pandemic era, or more precisely, no

way do we plan to return.

As usual, artists continue to create
wonderful and brilliant works. The creators
continue to examine and propose questions
about the world we are living in. Without
fear, these voices make themselves heard in
their works. In 2023 TIFA, 129 performances
of the 19 programs—from France, Germany,
Switzerland, Spain, Portugal, the United
States, Canada, Israel, Singapore, South
Korea and Taiwan—are curated to present
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various voices and perspectives on wars, fake
news, gender movement, ethnic identity,
doctors without borders, mythology and
history. With this diverse programing, the
NTCH sets coordinates for itself as one of the
significant theaters in the world today.

The national border of Taiwan and the
doors to the theaters have reopened. During
the days when the world is in lockdown, we
have continued on in high gear, maintaining
an open mind. The 2023 TIFA is not only
the outcome of the preparation but also
a significant gift from the NTCH to the
audience of this generation.

To Inspire. For All.

Attention! Liao Tianding is back!
There he is! On the rooftop of Taipei
Main Station. Look! The shifting
shadows. Hear! The hurried footsteps.
Behold! The giant clock is gone!

It happened in the blink of an eye when
busy travelers were pacing around Taipei
Main Station in 1927. And on the wall, there
wrote the name of “Liao Tianding.” Rumor
has it that Liao Tianding still lives to this day
while people learned of his death for more
than a decade. "l saw a slim shadow.” they
say. Is it true that the legend is back and
ready to take on the neighborhood once
again?

Yang's Ensemble and playwright Shih
Ru-Fang, known as “best interpreter of
contemporary traditional opera in Taiwan,”
collaborated in creating this production.
Composer Blaire Ko and music director
Owen Wang are also invited to be in the
production team. Set in the Japanese
colonial period in Taiwan, the play rewrites
the history and traditional stories of Liao

Tianding. With stage magic and live music,
it's sure to create a female legend in the late
Taisho period, and a brand new post-Liao
Tianding era.

From the Director

The legend of Liao Tianding is one of my
favorite stories about heroic outlaws. When
| was a kid, my grandma was an ice vendor
in front of a local temple where she used to
carry a radio with her. From the radio, there
were always storytellers telling folk stories
while selling medicines at the same time.
Whenever they spoke of the adventures
of Liao Tianding and his partner and how
they robbed the rich to give to the poor
during the Japanese colonial period, | felt
myself burning with righteous indignation.
In the tranquil and turbulence-free life at
the rural village, that was the source of my
understanding of history and justice.

Afterwards, there appeared the
serial dramas about Liao Tianding on the
television. | watched them together with my
grandparents. Such a ritual of brushing up
the stories further connected me with the
Taiwanese legends and my mother tongue.
Of course, | did not know anything about the
art of storytelling.

Later, | learned drama and studied the
expression of telling stories in Chinese from
the perspective of the Western formalist
aesthetics. Thus | was further away from my
"“roots.”

In recent years, | have gradually found
my feet in the theater. While trying to narrate
the urban and contemporary lives, | have
expressed a part of myself with my life
experience and intuitions at the moment, but
on the other hand, | have also tried to find
the stories of growing up, the storytelling
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tradition in my mother tongue.

In 2020, | came across a book titled The
Kid Living Under the Rising Sun Flag, the
memory of Lin Ching-wen, a writer from
Tainan. In his childhood memories of herding
cattle in the countryside during the Japanese
colonial period, his first encounter with the
so-called “refined theater” was Chivalrous
Thief Liao Tianding when he was a fourth-
grade student at the elementary school.
When he grew up, he joined professional
modern theater companies and started his
career as an actor, playwright and director.
During that period, he also adapted
Chivalrous Thief Liao Tianding for the stage
and toured around Taiwan until the play
was banned by the authorities after the 28
February Incident. Afterwards, he gradually
withdrew from the theater scene and
focused on writing only. Unfortunately, the
manuscripts of his adaptation of Chivalrous
Thief Liao Tianding for modern theater were
lost.

In his memoires, | saw many similarities
with my childhood as if we shared the
same memories despite that we grew up
respectively in the 1920s and 1980s. | think
that is why storytelling is better in creating
collective memories than recording history. |
am thus inspired to create a Liao Tianding of
our times in the 21st century Taiwan.

Playwright | Shih Ju-fang

Shih is a full-time playwright and also
an adjunct assistant professor of National
Taiwan University. An expert at tailoring her
writing to crossover topics, she has written
for productions spanning a wide variety of
existing genres in Taiwan and is acclaimed
as “the best interpreter of contemporary
traditional opera in Taiwan.” In recent

years, she has applied the physical intuition
nourished by her creations in traditional
operas in the production of contemporary
theater. Her texts, which are rich in material
sources, heterogeneous creativities, and
cultural connotations, often bring out new
theatric formats.

Director | Yang Ching-hsiang

Born in Chiayi County, Taiwan, Yang
is currently the artistic director of Yang's
Ensemble and teaching at the National
Taiwan University of Arts. He directed the
opening program for the awarding ceremony
of the 56th Golden Horse Awards in 2019
and was recognized by the 2012 Toga Asian
Theatre Directors’ Festival in Japan. As a
playwright, director and actor, Yang has
received 9 nominations from the Taishin
Arts Award. He was also nominated for best
script and best drama at the 47th Golden
Bell Awards with his role as the head writer
and on-set acting coach for the TV series
Innocence by Hakka Television Station. His
recent works include Roommates 1 & 2 and
The Banality of Evil (Yang's Ensemble) and
Taiwan Hdliwood: A Musical Comedy (Studio
M).

About Yang's Ensemble

Founded in 2013 jointly by Yang Ching-
hsiang, Tsai Yiling, Chan Hui-chun and Kate
Stanislawski in Taipei, the ensemble sets out
to “analyze the spirit of the time and record
the contemporary phenomena” as well as
to re-present and embody contemporary
life with allegorical texts from the cross-
cultural perspective. The first production of
the ensemble, Morning, Morning written
and directed by Yang Ching-hsiang, was
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presented in the NTCH New Idea Theatre
Festival and then invited to participate in
the Second Wuzhen Theatre Festival. In
2015, See You Around set a record of 14
sold-out performances in the Wellspring
Theater for three consecutive weeks. In 2019,
Roommates ranked top among medium-
sized theaters in box office and made a total
of 24 performances with 15,000 audiences,
including those in the Changhua Theatre
Art Festival. In 2021, Director Yang's Love
Song —-Rhyme for you (Revival) was invited
to participate in the Taiwan International
Festival of Arts. Resident director Chen Shih-

ying, who joined the ensemble in 2014,
presented a series of reproductions of foreign
classic texts and also worked with playwright
Lin Meng-huan in creating Sci-Fi series and
an original genre of anti-Utopian theater,
including Ark 47, The Earth Self-Defense
Force Co., Ltd, #Aphasia, and E.A.R.T.H.,
which have been selected by the Kaohsiung
Spring Arts Festival for two years in a row.
Pan Kuan-hung, another core member who
joined the ensemble in 2015, is in charge
of the youth training platform for cultivating
creators in the upcoming generations.
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